
“People in Sussex remain incredibly generous 
with both their time and their money and are 
very highly valued.” 

Local charity Community Works has published an 

economic audit of the voluntary sector in Brighton & 

Hove, Taking Account 4. The report estimates there 

are 2,300 community organisations in the city, 

employing 7,000 people. The report fi nds that 45% 

of adults have volunteered over the last year. 

The fi gures indicate that people in Sussex remain 

incredibly generous with both their time and their 

money and that we value our charities very highly. 

The report also shows that the majority of public 

giving goes to the larger charities yet there is great 

value and joy in supporting smaller charities. Last 

year, we awarded grants worth a total of £2.1million 

to 397 charities and groups, right at the heart of our 

communities where that money really counts.

Last month, I was honoured to spend a day in East 

Grinstead with Davina Irwin-Clark, the High Sheriff 

of West Sussex. 

We met the team at Jigsaw who provide counselling 

and support for children who are bereaved. It was so 

moving to hear of the very sad circumstances that 

some children have had to face but also wonderful to 

learn how the right support at the right time can help 

families to re-build after the most tragic of events.

East Grinstead Foodbank was a great example of 

generosity and compassion. Donations had come in 

from churches, businesses and families and we met 

volunteers who worked with great sensitivity to help 

people in need to get back on their feet. 

Finally, we had lunch in the Quarry Crew Café. Run 

by and for local people, the café transforms several 

times during a day, from a mother and toddler group, 

to a lunch club for older people and fi nally, a youth 

club – often the different groups mix, helping to break 

down barriers. 

We came away with the strong impression that 

East Grinstead is a warm community, with thriving 

business and cultural sectors and many volunteers 

working to make the town a great place to live for 

everyone.  

The day out helped me to realise again the difference 

we can make to people lives with small amounts of 

money. These local charities and community groups 

really are the lifeblood of our communities and we 

are proud that we can play a part in supporting them.

Kevin Richmond, Chief Executive, 

Sussex Community Foundation

Lef to right: Kevin Richmond, Tony Cox, Davina Irwin-Clark, Sheila Murray.
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We are delighted to announce three new funds 
and would like to thank the donors involved. 

We are pleased to be partnering with Arts Council 

England to launch the new Crawley Cultural Fund. 

The Fund will provide small grants to increase arts 

activity and community engagement in the arts for 

those living in Crawley. 

In the longer term, we hope that the wider Crawley 

community, including local businesses, will consider 

giving through this fund. Arts activity to be supported 

could include a wide range of visual and performing 

art forms, including music, dance, theatre, literature, 

craft, festivals as well as events that bring people 

together. The Fund will make one-off grants of up to 

£5,000 but will also consider applications for grants 

of up to £5,000 per year for two years. For more infor-

mation visit www.sussexgiving.org.uk/Crawley

The Britton Family Fund will give grants to groups 

supporting adults with learning disabilities and those 

focusing on mental health and social care. The family 

is passionate about these areas and the Foundation 

is well-placed to advise with their giving.

The CJR Fund will support community groups across 

Sussex that help to make people’s lives better 

through engagement in the arts, culture, sport and 

other activities. The Foundation has seen a signifi -

cant increase in groups using the arts and sport to 

improve quality of life so this fund will make a real 

difference in addressing that particular local need.

Whilst not a new fund, the High Sheriffs’ Fund at 

Sussex Community Foundation continues to grow. 

We celebrated ten years of the fund with a reception 

in the Kleinwort Room at the South of England 

Showground at Ardingly, in May. The event was 

planned with the invaluable help of Sir Richard 

Kleinwort Bt DL, Hugh Burnett OBE DL, Caroline 

Nicholls DL and Major General John Moore-Bick CBE 

DL – all past High Sheriffs of East and West Sussex. 

The High Sheriffs’ Fund has awarded 73 grants worth 

£64,000 to small charities and community groups 

across Sussex and, thanks to annual donations from 

the serving High Sheriffs and a few generous addi-

tional gifts, the High Sheriffs’ endowment fund has 

grown to £83,000. Together, they represent sustain-

able funding for Sussex charities and community 

groups into the future. 

FUNDS

Bibi Fortin Lees and Rose Macfarlane of event 

sponsors Adams & Remers LLP. 

With Chris Downton of Children with Cancer 

Fund (Polegate) which has received funding 

from the High Sheriffs’ Fund.
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One of the groups to benefi t in the summer round 

is Market Beans, a social enterprise based in Shoreham-

on-Sea. The social enterprise provides barista training 

and work experience for young adults with autism and/

or a learning disability by selling high-quality ethically 

sourced barista coffee from an eco-coffee bike at com-

munity events, food markets and festivals. 

They received a grant of £1,100, from our Worthing 

and Adur Fund, which will go towards the pitch fees at 

Shoreham Farmers Market for one year and also 

towards the cost of fi ve young adults with autism 

and/or a learning disability who will be undertaking 

a Speciality Coffee Association Barista Foundation 

course. 

Roger Lightbown and Katherine Wynne of Market 

Beans CIC are pictured here at Shoreham Market 

which takes place on the second Saturday of every 

month. You can also catch Market Beans at the 

Shoreham Artisan Market on the fourth Saturday 

of every month.

GRANTS

News in brief
NEW FACES

We are delighted to welcome new trustees and new staff in the last few months. Brian Mills and David Hill 

both join our board. Pete Jones and Jackie Turner join our permanent staff and graduate Ruby Cardona 

Senker joins as an intern from the University of Bristol until the autumn. 

Sussex Community Foundation made grants worth £513,303 to 127 different charities, 
community groups and social enterprises across Sussex in July.



EVENTS
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Sussex Community Foundation raises funds for and gives grants to smaller charities 

and community groups across East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton & Hove. 

We make it easy for Sussex people to give money to local causes close to their hearts 

and ensure that those donations reach the people that need them. Our endowment 

fund enables our donors to benefi t Sussex people for generations to come.

Sussex Community Foundation, 15 Western Road, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1RL

01273 409440 / info@sussexgiving.org.uk / www.sussexgiving.org.uk 

Our fourth Sussex in the City event will take place at the 
historic Museum of the Order of St John in Clerkenwell 
on Thursday 24 October (6.30-8.30pm). 

The night will be kindly hosted by the High Sheriff of 

East Sussex, Mrs Violet Hancock, and her husband 

Mr Tim Hancock. The keynote speaker will be Stephen 

Welton, CEO of British Growth Fund, a huge British 

success story and the most active investor for growing 

companies and entrepreneurs in the UK. 

Invitations will be sent out shortly but, if you would like 

to register interest, please call Stephen Chamberlain, 

Head of Philanthropy on 01273 409440 or email 

stephen.chamberlain@sussexgiving.org.uk

Maximising your giving

Donations to set up a fund at 

Sussex Community Foundation 

can be made in a tax-effi cient 

manner - with some astonish-

ing results. For example, a fund 

worth £100,000 could be 

created by an additional rate 

tax payer for a net cost of 

£55,000. 

The chart below shows how 

this works but please do 

remember to consult your own 

accountant for professional 

advice.

Sussex in the City


