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It has been an extraordinary year. A year like no other. Everyone has been 
affected by this pandemic and, for many, life will never feel quite the 
same again.

Many, many families have experienced great loss and sadness and 
millions have felt lonely and isolated, or faced hunger and poverty on a 
scale they had never known before.

As in all times of great adversity, we have also witnessed the best of 
humanity. People have found new ways to connect with each other, 
new ways to organise, and new ways to help each other. The ingenuity, 
creativity and determination of our local charities and community groups 
has known no bounds. The people working in our NHS and public services 
have been heroic.

In many ways, the pandemic has increased inequality. There is evidence 
that some more affluent households have been able to save over the last 
year. Other families are facing poverty for the first time, and levels of 
unemployment risk being higher than seen for decades.

Awareness of global racism and inequality has risen dramatically and the 
impact of Covid-19 on Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities 
has been disproportionate. Yet this has united thousands of people and 
organisations to make a public stand against racism, some for the first time.

As we move into summer and the lockdown starts to ease, we have been 
taking stock, listening to local charities and planning for the year ahead. 
We have re-launched our appeal for the Sussex Crisis Fund to help local 
charities through the next phase of the pandemic. More details are inside 
but we would be delighted if you were able to support this appeal.

Thanks to your support last year, Sussex Community Foundation was able 
to provide immediate and flexible funding to help charities respond to the 
urgent crisis. With your help, we can be there for those same charities  
to support them as we start to recover and build for the future.

Now, more than ever, is the time to think about what kind of society  
we want to live in. After all the challenges and sadness of the  
last year, let us take the opportunity to build a better world.

The best and the worst of times

KEVIN RICHMOND
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Our donor-advised funds are a fantastic way to get directly involved in 
local philanthropy, without the cost and administration of setting up your 
own charity or trust. We provide personal support to ensure your giving is 
effective and match your charitable interests with local needs.

We are delighted to announce the following new recent funds and would 
like to thank hugely the individuals and families involved. 

The Lynn Foundation Fund
We are very happy to be partnering with the Lynn Foundation to deliver 
their grant-making in Sussex. The Lynn Foundation Fund will make 
grants across Sussex to those working in the following areas: health, 
wellbeing and safety; arts and culture; skills, education and work; 
community cohesion and social capacity; isolation, disadvantage and 
access to local services; and the environment.

The Welton Fund
The Welton Fund will support those working to benefit the local 
environment and promote environmental sustainability across Sussex.

The Cecil Family Fund
The Cecil Family Fund will help groups working with children and young 
people, those facing homelessness and those working to benefit the 
environment across East Sussex and Brighton & Hove.

The Ayton Family Fund
The Ayton Family Fund will support groups working in West Sussex 
in homelessness, education, those which support women, and 
entrepreneurship.

The Recovery Fund
The Recovery Fund aims to help those most affected by the impact of 
Covid-19 in West Sussex.

It became clear, during 
the pandemic last year, 
that people from Black, 
Asian and minority ethnic 
communities were being 
disproportionality impacted 
by Covid-19 and, as we go 
to press, it is the case that 
vaccine take-up in some of 
these communities is less 
than others.

The focus of our 2020 
online annual meeting in 
November was the impact of 
Covid-19 on Black, Asian and 
minority ethnic communities 
in Sussex. Hosted by Atiya 
Gourlay, Equality and 
Engagement Manager at East 
Sussex County Council, there 
was a keynote presentation 
from Tanya Brown-Griffith, 
Programme Director at 
Sussex Health and Care 
Partnership, who heads up 
the Sussex Health and Care 
BAME Disparity Project.

There was a facilitated 
discussion about the issues 
arising with new Sussex 
Community Foundation 
trustee, Mebrak Ghebreweldi 
of Diversity Resource 
International; Husain 
Alogaily, a volunteer at 
Brighton & Hove Black and 
Minority Ethnic Community 
Partnership, and Debbie 
Kennard of West Sussex 
County Council.

You can view Tanya’s 
presentation and discussions 
here https://bit.ly/3h6F35U

Annual meeting 
2020

If you would like to find out more about how our funds work,  
please contact: Stephen Chamberlain, Head of Philanthropy  
stephen.chamberlain@sussexgiving.org.uk or 01273 409440

New 
funds

Left to right:  
Linda Kerrison,  
Peter King and 
Alistair Whitby  
of the Ouse and  
Adur Rivers Trust, 
and supporter  
Alex Tristram.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/rec/WN_uJLhcEN9TsSxqYl65br2wg?meetingId=6ewz_ug4bN6lgEdr3p_TXHcMDByehrXc6HRkMECbZMKCPLizVxt-HH_j9CxkaRBD.i9krn7ey0SJsyLqx&playId=&action=play&_x_zm_rtaid=UpRmPOl8Qwij8mqd4Ht82w.1620934975704.ba992f4630f67cc84e25c31a388b6480&_x_zm_rhtaid=955
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When the Covid-19 pandemic hit in March 2020, 
we launched the Sussex Crisis Fund to make 
funding available straight away to charities and 
community groups supporting vulnerable people 
in our communities. Local volunteers stepped 
up immediately to deliver food and medicines to 
those shielding, to befriend socially isolated people 
and to move face-to-face support services online. 
By the end of the year, working with the National 
Emergencies Trust and many generous local donors, 
we had given £2.7 million in over 600 grants to 
support people and communities, across the length 
and breadth of Sussex.

WHAT NEXT?
In the New Year, we wanted to take stock, reflect and 
consult. We wanted to know what current challenges 
charities were facing, how they saw the year shaping 
up and what funding would be needed.

Over the winter, we consulted widely with charities 
we had funded and held focus groups with service 
delivery charities working in advice and information 
services, food and emergency support, youth work, 
volunteer coordination, digital technology and 
employment and training services.

WHAT WE FOUND
The voluntary sector in Sussex continues to face 
immense pressure in 2021. Staff and volunteers  
are exhausted.

Local advice agencies are describing a new cohort 
of people through their doors – those who are ‘new 
to poverty’.  They have used up their savings and 
credit limits have been reached. Many are reaching 
a tipping point with their finances and are forced to 
seek help, having never needed to before, with some 
using foodbanks for the first time.

Many people have seen job losses and reduced 
employment opportunities. This is especially true for 
young people and older workers.

Many people have experienced mental health 
challenges, and women’s refuges are in high 
demand – with situations of domestic abuse 
exacerbated by three lockdowns.

What groups most need now is access to core, 
unrestricted funding to continue their work, plan for 
the future and to simply deliver their vital services.

ACTION
We have relaunched the Sussex Crisis Fund (support 
and recovery phase).

SUSSEX CRISIS FUND

Never more needed

Brighton Grub Hub was formed last year  
in response to the pandemic and grows  
and distributes fresh vegetables and salad 
produce for very low income residents. 

Pictured here are volunteers Fergus 
Kavanagh and Mitchie Alexander.



Donate at
https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/
sussexcrisisfund

Selsey Community Forum received a £5,000 grant to run a buddy system providing  
practical, emotional and social help. Pictured here are some of their volunteers.

“For many people, the fallout from this pandemic 
is hitting harder than ever and there is much more 
work for our amazing local charities to do to support 
those people,” says CEO Kevin Richmond. “The 
vital services our charities deliver to local people are 
being stretched almost to breaking point, which is 
why we are re-launching the Sussex Crisis Fund – 
support and recovery phase and, once again, we are 
asking for your help.”

You can watch a short film (bit.ly/2SO3ACz) to 
explain some of the challenges being faced and why 
the fund has been relaunched.

The fund will make grants across the five main areas:

  Mental health support

  Advice and support services

  Food and other emergency support

  Digital inclusion

  Reconnecting people and communities.

We want to thank all our supporters 
who so generously donated last 
year. Please do consider giving 
again, to make sure that our vital 
local charities can continue to help 
those who need it the most. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP
By card:  
www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/sussexcrisisfund

By cheque:  
Payable to ‘Sussex Community Foundation’. 
Send to Sussex Community Foundation,  
15 Western Road, Lewes, BN7 1RL

By bank transfer:  
Sussex Community Foundation,  
CAF Bank, Sort code: 40-52-40,  
Account number: 00095624

To find out more, contact:  
Stephen Chamberlain, Head of Philanthropy 
01273 409440 
stephen.chamberlain@sussexgiving.org.uk

https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/sussexcrisisfund
https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/sussexcrisisfund
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYvBjuiVEv0
https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/sussexcrisisfund
mailto:stephen.chamberlain%40sussexgiving.org.uk?subject=


Over the course of 2020, it became clear that Black, 
Asian and minority ethnic (or BAME1) communities 
were being disproportionately affected by the 
crisis, in terms of rates of infection, mortality and 
economic impact.

We wanted to make sure that the Sussex Crisis 
Fund was reaching BAME communities. We audited 
the grants awarded and found that 9% of grants 
were going to organisations supporting those people 
and communities.

We also wanted to hear directly from the people 
working in these communities about the impact 
of the crisis for them and what support they might 
need from us. We reached out to 15 BAME-led 
organisations across Sussex. Here is some feedback 
from those conversations.

“The families who access our service are in long 
term difficulties due to the Covid-19 crisis. They 
are furloughed, have lost jobs and have been 
shielding. The financial difficulties are coupled 
with health needs. The families are also affected 
with social inequalities, due to the areas they live 
in, lack of access to local services and language 
barriers. The communities will need long term 
support to overcome the complex difficulties that 
have affected them, due to Covid-19.”
BRIGHTON CAULDRON

Yet responses also showed that there is a sense that 
things could just change for the better.

“Covid-19 could lead to a digital explosion, with 
the opportunity for lots of voices to be heard. If 
we can use technology to bring people together 
more, then we can help change course to a fairer 
society. Our Diversity Equity and Inclusion work 
has moved forward faster than we expected 
because of this.”
BLACK BUTTERFLY

There is an opportunity for real change, provided we 
are prepared to listen, take risks and learn together.

“Change has to be from the heart. You need to 
listen and ensure meaningful engagement. Take 
action and be prepared to be criticised: take the 
criticism on board and continuously improve.”
DIVERSITY RESOURCE INTERNATIONAL

Trustees of Sussex Community Foundation are taking 
action to ensure that we meet the needs of the whole 
community in Sussex. They have appointed new 
trustees and committee members to diversify Board 
membership, allocated specific funds to support 
BAME-led organisations and will be developing an 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion action plan over the 
coming months.

Change from 
the heart

1. We understand that the term ‘BAME’ is problematic for some people and we look 
forward to the Government’s recommendations on its continued use (or not) which 
will form part of their Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities’ report.



Whilst we hope to bring 
back physical events 
soon, our online events 
have proved popular 
over the past year. 

Our new series of free 
Sussex Uncovered webinars will 
uncover urgent issues facing people and 
communities across Sussex.

The first hour-long webinar – A great 
place to live for everyone: how Sussex 
charities are helping to improve mental 
and physical well-being – will be on 
Thursday 10 June, 4pm via Zoom.

We will look behind the stats and 
headlines, share insights and hear 
from volunteers and charities working 
to make a difference to our well-being. 
You can sign-up here: bit.ly/2Tf34NX

Further webinar dates will be:
  Thursday 9 September, 4pm
  Thursday 18 November, 4pm
  Thursday 20 January, 4pm

EVENTS
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West Sussex rural  
poverty seminar
Sussex is beautiful but living rurally can be challenging, 
especially for people on low incomes. Lack of access to 
transport, services, jobs and opportunities for young people, 
isolation and poor digital connectivity are just some of the 
issues many rural communities face. 

People are often 
surprised to learn 
that, in West 
Sussex, 42% of 
the population live 
rurally. In March, the 
Foundation brought 
together a group of 
charities, stakeholders 
(including West 

Sussex County Council) and donors – to share ideas, 
discuss their work to support these communities, and 
encourage greater collaboration. During the event, we 
devised a ‘cat’s cradle’ of all the current and potential 
connections, and hope these will continue to develop.

This online discussion was kindly chaired by Sussex 
Community Foundation Ambassador, Davina Irwin-Clark, 
and we were delighted to partner with Action in rural 
Sussex, who have agreed to lead on the follow-up. Part of 
this, we hope, will be a larger face-to-face event next year 
to allow more community groups and donors to attend.

Other webinars will be advertised by 
email and on our website. To ensure you 
are receiving our updates, please visit 
www.sussexgiving.org.uk/newsletter

http://bit.ly/2Tf34NX
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